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Dear Apartment Owner:

Thank you for your interest in renting to an AmeriCorps or AmeriCorps*VISTA member!  

Every year, throughout Washington State and the entire country, AmeriCorps volunteers commit a year of their lives to performing community service in the areas of education, human needs, the environment, and disaster preparedness.  Often described as a domestic Peace Corps, AmeriCorps is a national service program whose members volunteer full-time with local organizations in exchange for a small living stipend (around $833-949 per month) and a college scholarship.  Some examples of the good work AmeriCorps members in Washington are accomplishing include literacy tutoring for elementary school children, trail construction, mentoring children of prisoners, salmon habitat restoration, low-income housing construction, and much more.  Our members are placed with local government agencies and non-profits such as the Boys and Girls Club and Habitat for Humanity.   

While our members come from diverse backgrounds and from all over the United States, they have one thing in common:  they want to make a difference in their community and make the world a better place.  

Often one of the most difficult challenges faced by our members is finding affordable housing with their small living stipend.  However, those landlords that have rented to AmeriCorps members have often reported that these members make great tenants.  While their income is low, it is steady, with checks arriving twice a month, every month for their entire term of service (10.5-12 months).  Moreover, AmeriCorps members tend to be conscientious and respectful—after all, they have chosen to donate their time for a year to enrich their community and make it a better place.  In fact, many of our supervisors have reported that former landlords call them each August to find out when the new members will arrive, hoping to bring them on as tenants!

We encourage you to provide housing for an AmeriCorps or AmeriCorps*VISTA member at an affordable rate.  Benefits include:

· A tenant with a steady income for 10.5-12 months

· If the tenant has a good experience, a relationship with the AmeriCorps team that could predictably bring in tenants each year

· A volunteer who will be working full-time to improve conditions in your community

Please consider providing affordable housing to our members by renting them a room or an apartment at a reduced cost.  Additionally, anything that you could do to reduce the up-front costs of housing, such as a large security deposit and last month’s rent, would be greatly appreciated.  While they do have steady income once their service begins, our members do not receive their first check for one month, and many struggle to meet these up-front costs.  

Supporting these full-time volunteers is a great way to give back to your community.  While you may not have the time to serve 40-hours per week in your community, with each apartment or room that you provide to an AmeriCorps member, you are ensuring that someone else has the chance to do so.  Help them help your community.  Give an AmeriCorps member the opportunity to serve by providing them a place to live.  

Thank you for your support of AmeriCorps!  If you have any questions, please contact your local AmeriCorps program or call the Washington Service Corps at 1-888-713-6080.
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For more information on AmeriCorps, please check out www.americorps.org.

