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March 23, 2010

To:

ECDD Area Directors

From:

Kelly Lindseth, WorkFirst and OES Director

Subject:  
Support Services – Change to Auto Pay (Effective April 1, 2010)  



This is to notify you that the statewide amount for Auto Pay will be reduced effective April 1, 2010.  The reduction is being made to more accurately align payments to current gas prices and to ensure support service funding through the remainder of this program year.   

In approximately May of 2008 Auto Pay was increased due to average gas prices over $3.83.  In October 2008 gas prices were again on average below $3.00 a gallon, but no adjustments was made to Auto Pay amounts.  To continue to meet program needs and be fiscally responsible Auto Pay amounts are being adjusted to amounts previously paid post $3.00 per gallon.  Currently, on average low statewide gas prices are between $2.87 and $2.89 per gallon for regular.  

Auto Pay amounts will be reviewed quarterly and adjustments made accordingly base on statewide average gas prices.  Remember, we want to help as many parents as possible. If it is necessary additional transportation assistance can be authorized (on a case-by-case basis) by using a support service voucher.  

Parents must be informed of this change in Auto Pay as quickly as possible.  You will want to inform parents one on one and/or perhaps post information on this change in your resource room.   The key here is to alert as many parents as possible prior to the April 1st Auto Pay being sent out. 

The Auto Pay amounts effective April 1, 2010 will be:

	TYPE
	AMOUNT

	Immediate
	$25

	Urban
	$25

	Rural
	$35


A statewide teleconference will be conducted on Tuesday, March 30th at 10am for 30 minutes to discuss/answer any questions regarding this change.  Please ensure your office is represented on the call.  The call in information is as follows:

Telephone:  360-407-3780

Pin Number:  396238#

If you have questions prior to the teleconference, please contact Ken Koernke at kkoernke@esd.wa.gov or at 360-438-3142.   

Thank you,
WorkFirst








