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             Detailed Steps                    Overview
)Process:  Checking the Unemployment Rate
WorkSource staff should use labor market information to help job seekers with finding employment.   The unemployment rate can indicate to the job seeker how competitive the labor market is in a particular area.
Process Steps:
1. Search the Employment and economic information website to find the unemployment rate statewide or nationally. 
2. Get map displaying rate per county.
3. Find legend of Related Reports. 
4. Find unemployment by County
Detailed Steps for this Process:
1. Open your web browser and type the following URL address: https://fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata.   
2. The Employment & economic information website displays (Fig. 1). There are two boxes that display the state and national rates.
3. Select the Statewide and county details link underneath the unemployment rates.
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4. A statewide map displays (Fig. 2) revealing the unemployment rate for each county with a legend listing related reports.
5. Select County Profiles. 
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6. County Profiles page displays (Fig. 3).
a. The list of Washington counties is on the right of the screen.  
b. Select a specific county for report.  These reports are annual reports.
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7. Select Labor area summaries.  The summaries (Fig. 4) provide the current and recent past unemployment rates and job growth for each county and metropolitan area.  This information is updated monthly.
a. [image: ]Select a specific area from the drop-down menu.
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                                                                                                            Other Resources
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Additional Process Aids:
Search Job Openings
Find Employment in a Similar Occupation
Find Employment in the Same Occupation but Different Industry
Find Employment in Related Industry
Find Employment in Same Industry
Find Employment Using the Skills You Have (Transferable Skills)
Find Occupations in Demand
Find Wage Information
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County unemployment rates are published each month, based on a schedule set by the federal

Bureau of Labor Statistics. Statewide data and data for King-Snohomish counties are released in the

second or third week of each month, then data are published the following week for all other
counties.

We update this map each month when county data are published. See the schedule on the [Monthh

Employment Report page. If you have questions about employment and unemployment in yoir
CGinty. contact an economist

November 2011 unemployment rates
Preliminary statewide rate 8.7%, seasonally adjusted
Preliminary statewide rate 8.3%, not seasonally adjusted
County rates not seasonally adjusted
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County Profiles

County profiles highlight aspects of the economic health of each of Washington’s counties. The facts
and figures are useful for grant applications, strategic planning, economic development and other
research projects

What is the data source for the county profiles?

We compose each county profile using data we collect and data from the federal Bureau of Labor
Statistics, federal Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Census Bureau, Washington State Department of Related reports
Revenue, Washington State Office of Financial Management and other resources.

[Adams County/
County profiles focus on data in these major areas: [EsotnlColinty
- Geography Benton County
Chelan/Douglas Counties
= Industries llam County
- Population Clark County.
Columbia County
- Labor force and unemployment G e
- Industry employment by age and gender Ferry County
Franklin County
- Wages and income Garheld County
Grant County
How often are the county profiles updated? Grays Harbor County

We update each profile annually. [
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Labor area summaries

Labor-area summaries analyze labor market trends in metropolitan areas and counties in Washington
state. We refresh the data once a month, following a federal Bureau of Labor Statistics schedule

View the schedule on the Monthly Employment Report page.

Select area: [Washington State
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